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and thinkers and artists of all kinds. Concerts and
theatres were an absorbing delight to them. I have
memories of Constance in early days. She was
radiantly beautiful, living the normal life of girls of
her class. It was, I think, her extraordinary vitality
that swept everything before it and made her so
much admired and sought after: as popular in ball-
rooms and other society functions, in every sport and
occupation of country life, as she was later to be
among working people in both islands. These people
were attracted by the radiant energy and keen spirit
which she brought to every happening in life as it
came. I can see that lovely figure full of gaiety and
mischief as it positively rushed along to dance a night
away. Even more clearly can I see the same figure
years after, seated high up on a coach driving four
restless horses into the middle of a crowded square
in an English factory town, where a political campaign
was at its height, and the delight of the bystanders
in her skill and enjoyment of the fun.
In later life circumstances separated the sisters, but
though they never lived together again, but followed
very different paths, the strong bond between them
was not broken. Indeed, as this story will show,
it did but grow deeper. Eva's life I have sketched
elsewhere,1 It is enough to say here that she chose
to leave this spot whose beauty shines in every line
of poetry she wrote, to live for many erf the best years
of life in the north of England, working with ability
and happiness among the industrial women workers
there. I give just one poem showing how she loved
' the great waves of the Atlantic' and ' the little waves
of Breffny.'
1 Biographical Introduction to Collected Poems of Eva Gore-
Booth. [Longmans, Green & Co.]